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I  ,    x\\\<  Kc    I  uiiiiDciUarit 

known  throuifhout  the  world  o(  « 
t  lakc'speai 

(.sUti^  and  insliucU'kC  \'  n  ilic  i 

l,n-l.-.iHl.    tiuit  '*  wluTc    tlu-    ;iKt^i>lrat( 

■■• ■ '!!  ■  "-sion  is    elcctt'(l    In-  ''i''    l^'" 

.   ,ui    express  provision  ik 

(Icposi'd  (if  not  j)unished)  !)>'  liis  subjct 
sound  like    t!ie    perfi-etion  of    Iil)ert\ 
\'  iou,ij;ii  when  dehnt  on   paper 

pr.K  ill  be  procUietive  i;i  lutnuU,  cor 

and  aiKiuhy."  but  Washin-j^'on,  l*ran]> 
other  eminent  patriots  of  the  revolulioi 
ijTj-  otherwise    cstal)lished    this   v  w 

V  I    of   u  eliief  ma- 

\\  hat  thu  resiiU  has  been  ail  eivili/cd 
wel'  know.  It  was  perfeclln.i,^  tliis  systen 
liberty  that  l)rc)ii«;lu  on  the  revohui 
the  war  of  1S12.  After  a  j^-eneral  tr( 
been  sij^ncd  at  I'aris.  January  20,  r;- j, 
idl  diiterences  of  the  war  of  '7b,  Enj^la 
t  10  insist  on  her  absurb  claini, 

of    vriirch."     This    country    submit! 
insult  as  lon^-  as  a    ])atient    and   con>c 
nation  could,  until    not  beini;-  successfi 
i'urin;^-   a  rij^hteoiis    acknowledi^ement 
rij^hts  by  the  l^njj;;lish  Minisli\.  the  de^ 
ot    wa.was    issued    i)y    {'resident    Ma^ 
pursuance  of   an  act  of   C.'on:4ress  passt 
IS,  IM2,  and   the   great    war  was    ushe 
What    Knj^land    thought    of  us  at   this 
well    ex|)ressed    Ity    Lord    Sidmouth    w 
•wrote.   '■  America   is   a  bii,L;l-  i' 

terror  in  her  threats."   So  I* 
severe  contempt  upon  a  natp 
neither  army  n(.>r  tleet. 

What  makes  the  war  of    i.^^i 
in^    in  some   respects  than   the  l 

the  predominance  of  naval  conte-  > 

amon^    which   were   the    celebrated 
Lake    < '!i;unplain,  fou,i;iU  Septendjer    1 
and  ot     Lake  Lrie,  fou-ht  September   1 
These     contests     jjroved     that     we     p< 
somethintr  of  an  armv  and  navv  whicli  1 
■di^.covered    much  to   h.er  disadvantage. 
I'lnj^land  fouj^ht  this  country  slu-  was  ri< 
in;^^   a  foreij^-ner   but    her  own  l1esh  ant 
It  was  (ireek  meetinj;  (^reek.      The    so 
endWas    too    stroni;-   for   the  unnatural 
Since  tlien  America  has  eiijc^yeii    to  the 
extent  tlie  hap])iness  derived'  from  the 
true  liberty;  a  spirit  emanatinj.c  from  tht 
sir  William    I'.lackstone  was  an  al)le  ji 
his  prevision  in  the  case  of    the    p^eoplt 
unl^ement.      in  speaking-  of  the  battle 
<'l\ami.luin    many  of   our  art   connoiss( 
remember  the  t'lnely  executed    i)ainting 
Davidson  of   this  exceedingly  interestii 
g-emcnt,  and  tlie  very  favorable  criticis 
received  as  a  work  of  art,  from  the  prt 
painti'ig   is  vigorously   hantlled,    showi 
markahle  technical  knowledge    for  nvm 
iect'>.      It  is  owned  by  the  lion.  S.  M.  ^ 
I'lattsburgh,  N.  v.,  the  place  where  tl 
oecured.   The    su1)iect  for   the  preser 
i-.  a  later  V)rodiiction    in    oil    b_\-    Mr.  I 
rtTMe^entinL'-    the    well    known   battle 
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k  meeting  (  ireek.  The  son  in  the 
)  stroUL^-  for  the  unnatural  jiarent. 
Unerica  has  enjoyed  to  the  fudlest 
appiness  derivecl  from  the  spirit  of 
a  spirit  emanating  from  the  people. 
I'.lackstone  was  an  able  jurist  but 
\  in  the  case  of    the    p^eople    lackeil 

In  speaking  of  the  battle  of  Lake 
man\- of  our  art  connoisseurs  will 
\e  linely  executed  liaintini^^  by  Mr. 
■  this  exceedingly  interesting  enga- 
1  tlie  very  favorable  criticism  it  has 
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vigorously  handled,  showing  a  re- 
chnical  knowledge  for  marine  sid)- 
owned  by  the  lion.  S.  M.  Weed,  of 
,  N.  v.,  the  place  where  the  battle 
"he  sul>iect  for  the  })resent  sketch 
•oduction  in  oil  by  Mr.  Davidson 
'•    tlie    well    known    battle    of    Lake 
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Oy    guuig  tlie  advantage  i"  Li;e   i-iia  n 
tan'H'.     'I'his  I'errv  thoroi  ghlv  understc    . 
had  in  a  previniiN  cnn^uMarion  with  l;i'-   -'H 

\en  the  v. 
aboai  meant  b"-! 

understood  its  meaning.     It  ' 

igecKis  ar  '     '   lermined 

o^ion    indigcinMis   t<j    the     -in' 
need  this  country  from   the  I'ngli 
tirst  revealed  itself  on  the  banks  of  H 
mede.    ;ui    the    i  ?th    oa\-  of   July,  ,    whei' 

King    I  oh;  luds  was  forced  I  -- 

and  the  ,]/flojf(f  clldrta  was  gi\cn  wmc 
guaranteed  rights  and  privileges  justl\  claimed, 
"shortly  after  ten  o'clock  I'erry  form.-,!  hi-  iiu'- 
o!  battl".  the  Niagara  in  tlie  van. 
the  Lawrence  had  i)een  thoroughly  cleared  tor 
action,  care  having  been  taken  to  sprinkle  sand 
protusfh'  icr  deck-^  '^ 

-lij)ping  in  tUe    blood.      .V    auge    i»iu  n 

which  in  white  letters  were  displaved  >,,-,. 
of    t'lc  t>r.i\  <■  ( 'ai:>tain    Lawrence,   "  1  >on"l   ,. 
i!!i  '    was    rin'>    up  to    the    tnain    ro\al 
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blew  i'om  the  si  ,\\\ 
■»rits  of  the  enemy  poiiucti 
west,  while  'he  American  fleet 
nost  west.  Shortly  before  12  o'riock 
>und  was  heart!  (ai  board  the  I'etroit, 
immediately  followed  l)y  "  Lule  Lritannia," 
a  selection  of  music  l)ordering  scjmewhat  on 
me  order  of  a  travesty  in  uis  case  but  sufticient- 
ly  patriotic  to  lire  the  British  heart,  h  meant 
the  signal  for  action.  A  shout  of  apprecia- 
tion went  up,  then  a  puff  of  snioke  was  seen  l'^ 
leap  from  a  port  on  the  Britisli  tktg-ship  a  mjlf 
and  a  half  distant  immediately  followed  b}  .» 
sharp  report  and  a  solid  shot  s})lashed  high  the 
water  near  the  Lawrence.  A  secontl  shot  iol- 
lowed  close  upon  the  iirst  striking  the  bulworks 
of  the  Lawrence  and  sending  the  sjiliuters  t1)ing 
in  every  direction.  The  loui;-  guns  of  the  enemy 
had  commenced  in  earnest  theii'  terrible  anthem 
of  destruction.  It  was  evitleut  the  hjiglishman 
d.esired  to  avail  himself  of  his  long  gim 
while  Perry  had  resolved  to  fight  at  clo^e 
range.  Slowlv  the  American  tleelwiJi  light 
wind  abeam  moved  towards  the  toe,  torming 
an  angle  of  about  lifteen  degrees.  Signals  wa  re 
then    given   to  open   lire  aud   the    gre.a  it 

of  Lake    L.rie  commenced    ineana-^i.       .\tti::- 
point  the  position  of  Perry's  linec»t    l)attlt 
cham'-ed  somewhat,  tlie  I.awremcand  <  ale-ioma 
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's   oi)    111-    -i.u  iM,.trd,    he    roundc'l    '->    ""' 
;,,,  .o-:,iii-.  air  I    the  1  )etroit     with     1. 

'_r[\:  oil    h.-id    i)re\'iou'^l\' attem] 

[i  <  nian<  euvi 

int  i  his  was  a   lailui ' 

vl-e    b>uie(l    the    (Jueen     Charlotte,    uiiicn    \\a^ 

'       ^lern,  the  bowsprit  and  jib' 
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the      twai  :s       side       to 

oiiUl  angled, 

luia    \'  upon     tl.' 

1UI\  IIIU'      l)l»ai\(.ai     the      llrilrMi 
;.  ,     ,,...,    ..iToated   <logs    svv''tl''d    tlia    doi 
.  t      battle     and      sent     their    nii 

'U  through    the  doomed  and    embai 
ships. 

I  l'    -ceiie    that    took    place    b 
•ion.       Ihe     Ni.igara    and    Caleuoma    seenieu  a 
mas->  of  flame    and    smoke.      It  aj^peared    as  if 
the  inferno  had  left  its  abode  ami  sat  upon  tl  e 
face  Of   the    deep.      The    roar    of    cannon    and 
crash  of  musketry,  the  sharp  sj)|itting  rip  of  the 
wood-woi-k  as  it    \sas  torn  into  splinters   by  tlic 
shot,    killing    and    wounding    on     every     sitle. 
Idle  whir  and  wlii/  of  cannon   shot  and  musket 
ball,    the  ttTril)le  thud  of  the  iron  messengers  of 
death  as  the\-  crushed  through  and  through  the 
sides  of  tlie  ill-fated  vessels,    the  flash   ol    fkinie 
as  it  leaped  from  the  n:u/./le   of   the  guns,     the 
shroud    of   battle    smoke,     the     shouts    of    the 
living,  the   shrieks  and   groans  of   the  woundtd 
aiid  ii\dng,    the  silence  of  the  dead* ;  told  only  'o 
))ainfullv  the  terrible  realities  of  w.ar.      Put  this 
iMrnival  of  death  was    of    short  duration.       Ida 
Americans    had    worked    tlieir     guns     at    close 
pistol  range    with    such    terrilde    preidsion  and 
et'iei't,    that   at    the    vw\    of    eight    miuut(.:s    tl  e 
Pritish    coli>rs  came  down  with    a    run    in  tokt  n 
of     surrender.        Ihi.'     Little     Pelt     and     (  "hip- 
pewa     tried     to    escape     at     the   close     ol     tlu; 
battle,      but     were      recaptured      and      l)roiight 
back,      d'his    severe    engagement    lasted    about 
three    hours,    and     its     result    was     of    the    u'- 
most     importance     to    the    government,   "  We 
have     met     the     enemy   and    they     are     ours," 
\wole   the    voung    hero   (Perry  at  this  time  was 
>  lib'  27  years  of    age)     to  (ien.    IParrison  \iJien 
victorv  w.as  within  Ids  grasp.  /i^-^^ 


An  invportant  feature  of  this  en;,;agemen' , 
was  the  prominent  part  taken  b)'  the  Kentucky 
riflemen  stationeil  in  the   tops    of   the    Ndagara. 
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Hunter   for    close  contlict   .and   so   give  hin. 
'pportunitv    to     relieve     the    Lawrence        1  h;s 
movement  ('apt.  I'dliol  fail  to  accomplisli.      In- 
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